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RU/CCPA History
1867: Chicago Musical College

1954: Merged with Roosevelt 
University's School of Music

1996: Schaumburg campus 
incorporated

1997: RU established the College of 
Performing Arts (Music Conservatory 
and Theatre Conservatory under one 
admin unit)

2000: Renamed Chicago College of 
Performing Arts

2023: Claire works in the archives The Auditorium Theater at Roosevelt College, Chicago, Illinois. HABS photo, 1933
Photo courtesy of the Library of Congress (https://www.loc.gov/item/il0091/)



Performing Arts Library
11th floor of the Auditorium Building

Smaller division of the Roosevelt 
University Library

Have over ninety thousand volumes 
including books, scores, recordings, 
video and numerous databases

Archives
Records for entire school are here, 
even outside of the PAL



Archival collections
The Center for New Deal Studies Collection – this 
collection includes two accessions of artifacts and 
ephemera relating to Franklin Roosevelt (see 
Remembering FDR) and the papers of Albert Lepawsky 
relating to the New Deal.

The Roosevelt University Collection – which documents 
the founding and operations of Roosevelt University, its 
faculty, staff, alumni, and predecessor organizations.

Oral History Project in Labor History – In 1970, 
Elizabeth Balanoff received an NEH grant to conduct and 
transcribe a series of interviews with individuals in the 
Chicago area who were involved in the labor movement.

Speech Collection – containing texts of speeches 
delivered at Roosevelt University or by Roosevelt 
University staff or faculty

Biographical and Correspondence Collections – these 
two collections contain information about and 
correspondence of RU staff, faculty, founders, and 
trustees
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1.
It’s a lot of work for one person.





2.
CCPA archives, and most archival repositories, are in 

various stages of completion.



Laura’s masterlist of the archives. 

Not bad but…
- 10,000 rows literally you guys
- Out of date information, not organized 

in any way, doubles/triples, weird 





3.
The performing arts complicate archival work.








